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Welcome to the first blessed edition of Solid Rock for 2013!
It certainly has been an unceasingly fruitful 2012 and as a 

church, we have much to be thankful for. After much excitement 
and anticipation, we’ve finally moved into The Star Performing Arts 
Centre! Even as we stepped into the majestic building for the first time 
during our inaugural services (pg 18), we could not help but be struck 
with wonder and gratitude at the goodness of our heavenly Father. 
What an awesome place He has given us!

We are expecting so much more from our extravagant and loving 
God in this year, themed The Key Of David. We look forward to Jesus 
unlocking and opening doors of blessings that no one can shut. We 
delve into the excitement generated when God’s rhema word for our 
church for 2013 was first announced. (pg 24)

In this year of open doors, a prophetic proclamation was also 
made from the pulpit that “doors to wombs” would be opened. 
Married couples who are trusting God can expect bundles of joy to 
follow. So here are some pre-natal tips we trust will bless you. (pg 42)

And just as it is important to get the year off to a good start by 
feeding on God’s Word, we at Solid Rock also firmly believe in the 
importance of feeding your tummy at the start of the day. Our food 
reviews take a bite into breakfast eats you’ll not want to miss. (pg 44)

While we hold on to God’s word for us in 2013, let’s not forgo 
His promises for us from the years past. So we boldly declare that 
2013 shall be your best year yet. A year marked by restful increase, His 
crowned goodness and where you’ll be unceasingly fruitful, even as 
Jesus unlocks and opens doors of opportunity and blessings in your 
life! Amen!

THE SOLID ROCK TEAM
solid.rock@newcreation.org.sg

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  S O L I D  R O C K  T E A M

“The key of the house of David
I will lay on his shoulder;

So he shall open, and no one shall shut;
And he shall shut, and no one shall open.”

Isaiah 22:22
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All set to receive from the 
Lord on Vision Sunday.

UPFRONT OUR CHURCH

Rock Kidz 
Christmas Service
It was no ordinary Sunday on  
23 December 2012 at Rock Kidz, our 
children’s ministry. Held at The Star 
Performing Arts Centre and Marina 
Bay Sands, the Rock Kidz Christmas 
services saw a record high attendance of 
over 3,700 children coming together to 
celebrate the birth of Christ. 

Primary school children had a 
combined service and were treated 
to upbeat praise and worship helmed 
by a live band, a unique movie with 
heartwarming narratives and nativity 
scenes, as well as a special Christmas 
message.

We praise God as more than 190 
precious young souls took the step to 
make Jesus their Lord and Saviour. 

ROCK KIDZ SPECIAL SERVICES 

Three consecutive Sundays of 
celebration and excitement filled 
The Star Performing Arts Centre 
(The Star PAC) as thousands of 
churchgoers thronged the service 
venue to be part of New Creation 
Church’s inaugural services.

It all began with Christmas 
celebrations on Sunday,  
23 December 2012. The first 
services featured special items and 

performances as we celebrated  
the birth of our Saviour as well as  
God’s immense goodness and 
faithfulness as we stepped into  
our new service venue. (See The 
Star Of Stars, pg 18)

Next was the last Sunday of the 
year, which saw us looking back 
with gratitude as 2012, the year 
of unceasing fruitfulness, drew 
to a close. The services saw great 

excitement and anticipation for a 
blessed new year as we brought our 
three prayer requests before the 
Lord in an anointed setting.

Madam J. Tan, a congregation 
member who is expecting special 
family blessings, was especially 
touched after the service.

“I really felt a special anointing 
and know that God has already 
heard and answered my prayers,” 

she said. “I can’t wait for the new 
year to start!”

The sense of eager anticipation 
also filled the air the following 
week, the first Sunday of 2013, 
when Pastor Prince unveiled the 
theme of the year: The Key Of 
David. (See pg 24) This year would 
be marked by our Lord Jesus 
opening doors of blessings and 
opportunities for us that no one 

can shut, and closing doors to 
harm and death that no one can 
open. (Isaiah 22:22)

Joseph Sim, a congregation 
member who attended all three 
inaugural services, could hardly 
contain his excitement. “God  
has deposited so much in me  
from these services!” he shared.  
“I am so excited about what God 
has in store for me in 2013.”

Inaugural Services At The Star
SPECIAL SERVICES

Celebrating the birth of Jesus,  
the Bright and Morning Star.

2013’s theme of the year 
unveiled: The Key Of David.

Precious prayer requests lifted 
on the last Sunday of the year.

The Star PAC: where 
the name of Jesus is 
being lifted higher!
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Over 2,900 youths worshipping  
God in one accord! That’s what 
happened on Wednesday,  
23 January 2013, when The Zone,  
our church’s youth ministry, held its 
combined praise and worship session 
at The Star PAC for the first time.

Called Unlimited Praise, the 
service celebrated the goodness of  
God with two hours of high-energy 
praise and worship as well as an 
anointed time of ministering led by 
Pastor Daniel Chong.

“It was awesome to spend the 
evening lifting the name of Jesus with 

the whole Zone family at The Star.  
What a wonderful place God has 
provided for the whole Zone ministry 
to come together,” shared Elaine Fung.

“The presence of Jesus was so 
strong in the theatre that I felt my 
worries for my future fade away,” 
added Vanessa Heng.

Everyone present enjoyed the 
service so much that they didn’t want  
it to end.

“If we had the choice, we would 
have stayed and worshipped even 
longer!” Elaine said. “I can’t wait for 
the next Zone service!”

Lifted UP: Unlimited Praise
THE ZONE YOUTH MINISTRY

UPFRONT OUR CHURCH

INSIDER

the cello. Looking back, it all started 
with a prompting to serve, and today 
I find myself not only enjoying it, but 
also being blessed by God even more. 
I feel honoured to be part of the team 
that leads the congregation in worship.

What is it like being a classical 
musician in a ministry setting 
which usually features modern 
instruments?
I have to go by faith, not by hearing! 
(Laughs) Playing in a band is very 

different from an orchestral setting. 
Sometimes the band is so loud 
that I’m not able to hear my cello 
clearly. I go by faith that I’m playing 
the right notes! Also, because there 
is a lot of free flow in worship, it has 
certainly forced me to improve on 
my improvisation. 

My most memorable church  
event was…
The TBN Israel service at the 
Southern Steps. The experience  
was amazing! Playing Rejoice O 
Israel, was a significantly touching 
moment for me as I felt privileged 
to be able to bless God’s people with 
the song. 

Tell us something funny that 
happened behind the scenes.
My nickname during the Israel  
tour was Yo-Yo Ma! (Laughs)  
This was to avoid any confusion 
with Sean Goh, the worship leader. 
It was hilarious to be cued in as 
Yo-Yo Ma (world-renowned cellist) 
in the midst of free flow worship, 
but I still had to keep a straight 
face because there were broadcast 
cameras everywhere.

What is your favourite food?
Anything Japanese! My family and 
I often travel to Japan to eat. The 
food presentation and freshness of 
ingredients never fail to impress me.

New Creation Church’s classical 
orchestra took centrestage at the 
recent inaugural service at The  
Star Peforming Arts Centre (The 
Star PAC). 

In the midst of the 
contemporary instruments, a 
soothing and harmonious note 
rose from the cellos on stage. 
Among the cellists was Shaun Yeo. 

Not many may know that the 
26-year-old is also studying for  
his Masters in Architecture.

Here, we find out more  
about him.

When did you start playing the 
cello? Why did you choose this 
instrument? 
When I was 13, I joined my 
school’s orchestra with my mind 
set on taking up the violin. But 
all vacancies for violinists were 
filled and I begrudgingly took up 
the cello instead. Amazingly, I 
progressed in leaps and bounds. 
Looking back, I think that God 
really has a sense of humour. What 
I least expected to excel in, He uses 
for His glory. 

When did you start serving in the 
Worship ministry, and what is the 
experience like?
I started serving nine years ago in 
2004 as part of the choir. I was 
later given the opportunity to play 

Photo: Kevin Lee

Hooked On Classical 
With up-tempo guitars, high-energ y drums and fast-paced keyboards at the forefront  

in our church’s Worship ministry, JOANNE CHONG-RODRIGUES finds out  
how classical cellist Shaun Yeo fits in without playing second fiddle. 

*Rock Gifts & Book Centre
Address: 1 Vista Exchange Green, #02-07 
The Star Vista, Singapore 138617
Tel: 6694 3007, Open: 10.30am to 10pm daily

ROCK GIFTS & BOOK CENTRE

Deacon Matthew Kang and his lovely wife June 
(second from left) graced the opening ceremony.

Our Bookstore  
At The Star 
The sound of celebration filled the air 
as Rock Gifts & Book Centre (RGBC) 
opened at The Star Vista on Friday,  
9 November 2012.

Our church pastors, leaders, 
and managers were present at 
the ceremonial event as Deacon 
Matthew Kang, our Church Council 
chairman, and his wife June did the 
ribbon-cutting honours.

All guests were then treated to a 
welcome reception and spent some 
time browsing through the store. 

RGBC is conveniently situated at 
the doorstep of The Star Performing 
Arts Centre, our church’s iconic 
English service venue. 

Assistant Manager Lillian Poo, 
who joined RGBC at Suntec City 
Mall about 13 years ago, felt excited 
to be involved in the planning of 
the opening. She shared, “Just as 
the church has moved into our new 
service venue at The Star, the opening 
of this store also marks a new journey 
for Rock Gifts & Book Centre!”

Youths turned up 
in full force for one 
purpose: to praise 
and worship Jesus.

Pastor Daniel Chong 
ministering to The Zone.
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UPFRONT

What is home in Hawaii like? 
Our home is on a hill. I spend a lot 
of time in my backyard because I love 
gardening. And that is the spot where 
Kathy and I have witnessed many 
beautiful sunsets over the ocean.

How has your journey as a musician 
been? 
I remember when I was first called to 
worship, I questioned God’s plan for 
me as there were already many talented 
worship leaders. I asked God what would 
happen if I fell and wondered if He 
would catch me. I have a memory from 
my childhood of my father throwing 
me up in the air. The short freedom 
of weightlessness usually ended with 
me landing into my father’s strong 
arms. The feeling was both thrilling, yet 
assuring. That is the kind of relationship 
that God wants with us. So just like my 
father who caught me countless times, 
I know God has caught me many times. 
And on hindsight, the journey has been 
exhilarating. 

10MIN. BOB FIT TS
W

IT
H

E ver been in situations when  
 you were completely out of  
 your comfort zone? 

Perhaps you were tasked to 
take on a different portfolio in 
your workplace? Or thrust into 
unfamiliar territory where there 
is no precedent for you to follow?   

As we go through life, I can 
imagine many of us have had to, 
at one time or other, handle such 
“life-altering” circumstances. 
While there may be a sense 
of adventure and excitement 
involved, there is often an 
accompanying anxiety and fear 
of failure and making the wrong 
decisions.

I recall a number of occasions 
when a new role I was given was so 
daunting that worry and anxiety 
crept in. I would question why I 
was even presented with such an 
“opportunity”.

I would try to calm myself 
by justifying the new position. 
Surely I could rely on the skills 
and experiences I had acquired 
over the years? After all, if 
my superior recognised these 
qualities and saw it fit to promote 
me, then it stood to reason that  
I must be able to perform the  
job well.

You can imagine that such 
reasoning did little to assuage  
my fears! 

overwhelming challenge when 
the armies of the Moabites and 
Ammonites came against him 
in battle. He was fearful, but 
when he sought the Lord, God 
reassured him that the battle was 
not his to fight, but the Lord’s!

Verse 17 states: 
“‘You will not need to f ight 

in this battle. Position yourselves, 
stand still and see the salvation  
of the Lord, who is with you,  
O Judah and Jerusalem!’ Do not 
fear or be dismayed; tomorrow go 
out against them, for the Lord is 
with you.”  

The word “salvation” 
is yeshua in Hebrew which 
means deliverance, victory and 
prosperity. It is also Jesus’ name 
and the verse paints a beautiful 
picture of Him fighting the battle 
for Israel. King Jehoshaphat was 
victorious just by standing still 
and looking to Jesus.

Today, when blessed 
opportunities and promotions 
come our way, we too can 
confidently look to Jesus and 
know that He will enable and 
grace us for it. It will not be 
because we have the experience 
or expertise but because Jesus has 
promised our salvation. So, we 
need not be fearful or dismayed. 
Jesus has positioned us for 
victory!

Thank God for revealing His 
grace to me. Now, I am constantly 
reminded that it is not about me, 
but all about His Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

In 2 Chronicles 20, 
King Jehoshaphat faced an 

“Today, when blessed 
opportunities and 
promotions come our way, 
we too can confidently 
look to Jesus and know 
that He will enable and 
grace us for it. ”

When did you first hear Pastor 
Joseph Prince preach? What was  
the experience like? 
While on a worship tour in Asia in 
1991, Jack Ho invited me and my 
wife Kathy to a Sunday service. That 
was when I first heard Pastor Prince 
preach. His preaching on God’s 
extravagant generosity through Jesus’ 
sacrifice on the cross resonated  
within me. 

Over the years, Pastor Prince has 
become more than a pastor to me. 
He has become a close friend. I recall 
years ago when I was going through 
a difficult time, he called me in the 
middle of the night to relay a message 
that God had given to him in a dream. 
In the message, God revealed to me 
that my ministry will be successful 

because He has a purpose and a plan for 
me. I was at a crossroads in my ministry 
at that time, and it was such a timely 
message from heaven. I felt so loved.

Home is in Hawaii but NCC is your 
home church. How does that work? 
Kathy and I finally decided two or three 
years ago, to call a spade a spade. NCC 
is the church we’ve been relating to for 
about 20 years, so we officially decided 
to call it our home church. I even see 
myself as the church’s unofficial worship 
missionary! (Laughs)

Wherever we go, we bring a part of 
NCC with us. We sing NCC’s songs and 
grace is the maxim of our preaching. 
With technology, we can watch and listen 
to Pastor Prince every day, no matter 
where we are.

FROM THE HEART
PASTOR GIDEON LIM

Victory Over Life’s Challenges
“… stand still and see the salvation of the Lord, who is with you…” 

(2 Chronicles 20:17)

Internationally renowned Christian songwriter and worship leader  
Bob Fitts is a familiar face at New Creation Church (NCC).  
Yet, not many know that he calls NCC his home church. JOANNE 
CHONG-RODRIGUES finds out more.

Your favourite food is...
Chicken rice.

If you weren’t a musician, you 
would be a...   
Horticulturalist. 

What is something you have a 
hard time doing?    
Having my picture taken.

What is something most people 
don’t know about you?     
I am shy. 

What is the weirdest craving you 
ever had?     
Durian.

SOME BITE-SIZED TRIVIA  
ABOUT BOB FITTS
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GREAT  
FAITH 
WITHOUT 
EFFORT
I magine having to move more than 1,800 miles away  

 from home with very little money and no job. When  
 this less-than-ideal situation became Rebecca’s reality, 

she was conscious of only one thing: God would guide 
her and provide for her no matter how bad things looked, 
just because of His great love for her. And in merely five 
months, she went from being jobless and having almost 
nothing to being blessed with a good job, a nice yet 
affordable apartment and a well-serviced car. 

When she wrote to me from Colorado Springs, 
Rebecca shared how she had been listening and listening 
to my sermons on God’s love, and how the more she 
listened, the more she felt rested and at peace. So even 
when challenging circumstances came her way, instead of 
becoming fearful and afraid of how she was going to make 
ends meet, she readily kept her focus on God’s love and 
simply rested. In her own words, she said, “The revelation 
[of God’s love and grace] that I’ve received has impacted my 
heart and mind tremendously, and faith to receive from 
God has become effortless.”

Did you get that? Faith to believe and receive from the Lord 
is directly related to our understanding and revelation of His love 
and grace towards us. The more you are conscious of God’s 
love for you, the more faith becomes effortless, and the 
more you will see what you are trusting God for simply 
manifest.

My friend, faith doesn’t have to be an area of 
frustration or struggle. Unfortunately, for too many 
believers, faith has become exactly that. When they pray and 
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don’t seem to “feel” strong faith beating in their hearts, they 
wonder if that will disqualify them from receiving from the 
Lord. When they don’t seem to see the breakthroughs that 
they’ve been praying for for some time, they often wonder 
if it’s because of their lack of faith. And the more they 
focus on their little faith, the more they are swallowed up in 
doubt, worry and fear. 

Today, I want you to know that you can have 
unconscious, bold faith just by allowing God’s grace to 
flood your life. Is that possible? Yes, when we simply hear 
about Jesus and are conscious of His grace and love towards 
us. I pray that as you take the time to read on and see how 
God has made even the means of receiving from Him 
restful and easy instead of burdensome and hard, you’ll get 
a greater revelation of His amazing grace towards you!

Faith To Receive From God Is Not A Struggle
It’s true that faith is the currency of heaven, that is, we 
receive everything that God has for us by grace through 
faith. So there is definitely a place for us to exercise and 
grow our faith in our relationship with the Lord. But I 
don’t believe for a second that He ever meant for faith to 
be an obstacle or high wall between us and Him or His 
blessings. Unfortunately, we turn faith into such a barrier 
when we focus so much on it – “I must have faith before  
God will love and bless me!”

My friend, if you have to work up a sweat to have faith, 
if you feel that you have to do spiritual gymnastics to prove 
to God that you have faith, then something is wrong. Such 
an approach to faith just isn’t biblical. 

In the first place, that’s not how God operates. Doing 
the “right” things to prove to God that you have faith is not 
the basis by which He answers your prayers or blesses you.  
As believers, we have already been blessed with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places in Christ (Ephesians 1:3). So 
it’s Christ’s finished work at the cross alone that secures for 
us these blessings, not any work that we do. The “fight of 
faith” that the Bible talks about in 1 Timothy 6:12 is nothing 
more than to believe this truth and remain at rest, knowing 
that you already have every blessing in Christ. 

Now, let me show you what the Bible says about faith 
to receive miracles from God. The apostle Paul asked the 
Galatian Christians, “… He who supplies the Spirit to you 
and works miracles among you, does He do it by the works 
of the law, or by the hearing of faith?” (Galatians 3:5).

Notice how Paul contrasted “the works of the law” and 
“the hearing of faith.” The works of the law have to do with 
your self-efforts because the law is all about your performance 
– what you have to do to merit God’s blessings. So since 

faith is the opposite of the works of the law (self-effort), 
then obviously, it cannot have anything to do with our 
self-efforts. If our self-efforts are involved, then it’s no 
longer faith. Simply put, we’re not operating in faith 
when we’re working up a sweat to “walk in faith” because 
faith and self-effort are antithesis to one another. 

Jesus Sees Your Faith When You See His Grace
My friend, maybe you’ve been believing God to heal your 
body. Maybe you’ve been trusting Him to restore a broken 
relationship. Or you’ve asked Him for a job – six months 
ago. As the days, weeks and months pass, you up your 
efforts to have more faith, but alas, you’re burned out, 
and your miracle still hasn’t manifested.

Beloved, don’t be disheartened. Take a rest and allow 
me to show you from the Scriptures how real faith can 
come without you struggling to have it. Let me show you 
how you can have bold, great faith that you’re not even 
conscious of and that produces divine results – when you 
simply absorb yourself with Jesus and His lavish grace!

One of my favourite accounts of healing in the 
Gospels is the healing of the woman who had a 12-year 
bleeding condition. Doctors could do no more for her. 
She had spent all her money on their ineffective and 
probably painful treatments and only got worse. 

But one day, when she heard about Jesus and knew 
that He was passing through, she squeezed her way through 
the crowds to get to Him. She managed to touch just the 
hem of His garment and POW! She was instantly healed!

While meditating on this story one day, the Lord 
spoke to me and said, “Son, when My people see My  
grace, I see their faith.” What was the Lord teaching me? 
Read on and you’ll understand a powerful truth about 
faith.

When the woman touched the hem of Jesus’ garment, 
He felt power leave His body. We know that her faith had 
something to do with it because Jesus later told her that it 
was her faith that made her well (Mark 5:34). Her faith, 
like a switch turned on, connected with His healing power, 
drawing it out of Him. That’s why Jesus turned around to 
find out who had touched Him. He wanted to know who 
this person of faith was.

Now, let me ask you, was this woman conscious of her 
faith? Did she go around saying, “I must have faith! I must 
have faith!” Was she consciously trying to work up her faith 
to receive her miracle?

No, you don’t see that at all in the story. She wasn’t 
conscious of her faith. She was conscious of JESUS. The 
Bible tells us that she “heard about Jesus,” and said to 

Photos: Christopher Chang and Vincent Nghai

You can have bold 
faith when you simply 
allow God’s grace to 
flood your life. 
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herself, “If only I may touch His clothes, I shall be made 
well” (Mark 5:28). 

I believe that she must have heard from the townsfolk 
how Jesus opened the eyes of the blind, cleansed lepers, 
cast out demons and healed all the sick people who came to 
Him. She must have heard how Jesus’ heart and power to 
heal the sick caused even His garments to make them well 
(Matthew 14:36, Mark 6:56). And in those reports, she 
must have also heard how Jesus never asked for any form of 
payment, nor did He ever condemn the sick for being sick, 
or for not having it all together. 

In other words, she saw the Lord full of compassion 
and grace, always willing to use His power to heal the 
infirmed and deliver those tormented by the enemy – no 
matter what their shape, character or background. As long 
as they came to Him for help, He gave them the miracles 
they needed! That was what she was conscious of – not how 
hopeless her condition was and certainly not how much 
faith she had.

Christ-Conscious, Not Faith-Conscious
Faith was present in this woman’s heart, not through 
self-effort or spiritual gymnastics, but simply through 
seeing Jesus in His grace. That’s why she was even bold 
enough to brave the crowds. You see, according to Moses’ 
law, her unclean condition prohibited her from venturing 
into public areas. But because bold faith was present, she 
made a beeline for the Saviour to touch His garment and 
receive her healing. And Jesus promptly turned around to 
locate her and commend her for her faith.

My friend, when this woman simply saw the Lord’s 
grace, He saw her faith and acknowledged it. He said to 
her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace, 
and be healed of your affliction” (Mark 5:34). 

By the way, do you know that she is the only woman 
in the four Gospels whom Jesus addressed as “daughter?” 
Why? Because Jesus knew that she had been spurned 
and shunned by society for a long time because of her 
long-term condition. She had probably been treated like 
a leper those 12 years, and He knew that she needed to 
hear His love and acceptance personally. What a gracious 
Saviour we have!

Beloved, see the Lord full of grace and He will see 
you full of faith. Don’t focus on how much faith you 
have. No, look at how much grace the Lord has for you, 
and great faith will automatically be there without you even 
being conscious of it! And like the woman with the issue of 
blood, you’ll have faith that pleases Him when you boldly 
reach out and take from Him because you know His heart 
for you!

Our part is not to measure and proclaim how much faith 
we have. That’s for the Lord to say. Our part is to be 
preoccupied with Him and His over-supplying grace  
towards us. He is always able, always willing and never late 
when it comes to our needs. When we are preoccupied with 
Him and His goodness, He will turn around and say to us, 
“Son/Daughter, great is your faith!”

Keep Hearing About Jesus’ Goodness
My friend, what are you conscious of today? Are you 
conscious of how much (or how little) faith you have? I 
encourage you to change your focus. Stop trying to have 
more faith. Turn your eyes, instead, to the loveliness of 
our Lord. Focus on His goodness and grace towards you. 
Be Christ-conscious, not faith-conscious, and you’ll have 
unconscious great faith!

“How do I do that practically, Pastor Prince?”
The Bible says that faith comes by hearing and hearing 

the Word of Christ (Romans 10:17, NASB). So just keep 
listening to messages that are full of our Lord’s goodness, 
especially when you feel discouraged by the battles of life. 
Hear all that He has done for you through the cross. Hear 
His wonderful promises for you, paid for by His precious 
blood. Be ever so conscious of His loveliness, and His 
compassion and grace towards you and your family.

If you’re reading the Bible, ask the Holy Spirit for a 
personal encounter with the person of grace, Jesus. Ask  
Him to open your eyes to the over-supplying grace of our 
Lord. See His goodness and lovingkindness in every story  
or miracle. For example, I’ve showed you how just one  
word, “daughter,” in the healing of the woman with the 
bleeding condition, speaks volumes about His grace. Trust 
the Holy Spirit to reveal more of such gems to you as you 
read the Word.

Again, don’t do all this just to have more faith. Forget 
about your faith! Just focus on getting to know your Saviour 
more intimately, by seeing how He is so full of grace, truth 
and wisdom. The more you know Him and what He’s done 
for you, the more faith and peace will be multiplied in your 
life. As you keep exposing yourself to the sunshine of His 
love, your mustard seed faith will sprout, take root and grow 
without you being conscious of it!

The Woman At The Well
Our faith grows effortlessly as we simply hear and hear about 
Jesus’ grace and get to know Him more intimately. Let me 
tell you Carmen’s story. 

Carmen calls herself a “modern-day woman at the well” 
(after the Samaritan woman whom Jesus ministered to at 
the well in John Chapter 4). Growing up in the ghetto of 

small your faith is. Keep listening to the gospel of grace, 
and like Carmen, just allow the Lord to love you into 
wholeness. He alone is your righteousness, restoration and 
the author and finisher of your faith. As you constantly 
expose yourself to His abundant grace, He’ll grow your 
little mustard seed faith into a mighty tree, one that can 
even offer shade and rest to the weary!

If You Can Believe
When it comes to having faith, we often hear this preached: 
“All things are possible to him who believes.” This teaching 
basically says that as long as you can have great faith, you 
can have your miracle. So it depends on you and your faith. 
If the miracle doesn’t happen, then it’s because you lack 
the faith. The fault lies with you!

This teaching is based on the dramatic healing of the 
demonised boy in Mark Chapter 9. A desperate father 
had brought his demonised son to Jesus’ disciples for 
deliverance, but they couldn’t cast out the foul spirit. 
When Jesus arrived at the scene, the father pleaded with 
Him, “… if You can do anything, have compassion on 
us and help us.” Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all 
things are possible to him who believes.” And the father 
cried out with tears, “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” 
(Mark 9:22-24).

I’m quoting from the New King James Version, and it 
does sound like Jesus was saying to the father, “If you can 
have the faith, then all things are possible for you.” But is 
that really what Jesus said? 

If you study the Greek structure of this verse, what 
Jesus was really saying was this: “What do you mean, ‘If You 
[Jesus] can’? All things are possible to Him [Jesus] who 
believes.” Look at the Amplified Bible (AMP) translation, 
which brings this out clearly:

 
Mark 9:23, AMP

23 And Jesus said, [You say to Me], If You can do anything? 

[Why,] all things can be (are possible) to him who believes!

Brooklyn, New York, Carmen shared with me about how 
she got into one relationship after another, and how each 
of them ended in failure. Reflecting on her past, she said:

My life spiralled into an ugly mess for more than 30 years and 

I believe that I broke just about every commandment in the 

Bible. I was never really taught the love of Jesus and about His 

finished work. So I struggled with who I was and just about 

everything else in my life.

But Carmen’s life began to change radically from glory 
to glory, and her faith began to grow, when the Lord led 
her to the message of His amazing grace. She said:

…the message of grace that you’ve shared has opened my 

eyes to the real gospel of Christ and revealed to me who I am 

in Christ Jesus… I started out with very little faith when I first 

heard the message. But as I listened, I began to fall in love with 

Jesus and enjoy a deeper and more intimate walk with Him...

Now, I know that my past cannot condemn me anymore, and 

every time it tries to condemn me, I just declare that I am the 

righteousness of God in Christ Jesus. I’ve learnt to look to 

Jesus, to trust and rely on Him alone... 

Today, I have a burning desire to share the truth that you’ve 

unveiled with those in my circle of influence and others with a 

past like mine. 

Praise the Lord for His transforming grace! From  
having “very little faith,” Carmen has become a woman 
who’s sure of who she is in the Lord, and of the 
righteousness that she has in Him despite her past. She 
even has a bold, burning desire now to share the gospel  
of grace with her friends and others with a similar past.  
She believes that she can make a difference in their lives  
for the glory of God. Hallelujah!

Beloved, it doesn’t matter how ugly your past is or how 

 Be Christ-conscious, not faith-conscious, 
and you’ll have unconscious great faith!
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In other words, Jesus wasn’t asking the boy’s father if he 
could believe. He wasn’t telling the man that if he could 
have the faith, then all things were possible for him. Jesus 
was, in fact, referring to Himself, and stating that all things 
are possible for HIM, because HE is the one who believes 
– all the time!

That’s why the last word, “believes,” is in the present 
active participle tense in the original Greek, referring to 
a presently and actively believing action. Who was actively 
believing then with unwavering faith? Not the disciples, 
not the boy’s father, but Jesus alone. He is the only one 
who always believes perfectly!

My friend, can you see that it’s not about us and our 
faith? It’s about Jesus and His unlimited faith. It’s not 
faith in our faith to believe the impossible. It’s faith in 
Him – believing that He has all the compassion and all the 
faith needed to bring our miracles to pass. So instead of 
believing in our believing, we are to believe in Jesus, that 
He can and will. That’s how we latch or hook our limited 
faith onto His unwavering faith, and experience our 
miracles! What amazing grace He extends to us!

‘Has It Left?’
A number of years ago, I had chronic pain in my body. 
Bothered by the pain that would flare up again and 
again, like any Bible-toting, tongue-talking, Spirit-filled 
believer, I did my best to lay hold of God’s healing. I 
confessed healing scriptures, claimed healing, spoke 
against the condition and commanded it to go in Jesus’ 
name. I was believing as hard as I could that the pain 
would leave.

One day, as I was commanding the pain to go in my 
bathroom, the Lord spoke to me and said, “Son, what are 
you doing?”

“I’m believing that this pain leaves me now,” I told 
Him, thinking that He was perhaps impressed with my 
faith.

He said, “Well, has it left?”
It hadn’t.
“Would you like to know why?” He asked me.
“Yes!” I said. I was at my wits’ end. I’d done all I knew 

to have great faith, but it obviously wasn’t working.
He said, “You have faith in your faith. Now, son, do 

you believe that I have faith for your miracle?”
I said, “Yes, of course I do. Lord, I believe that You 

have all the faith necessary for my miracle.”
And He said, “Now, rest in My faith.”
It wasn’t long after that that the pain left. I didn’t even 

know when I was healed, as I was no longer preoccupied 
with the condition nor my faith to make it leave. I was 
simply resting in Jesus’ faith.

Am I saying that it’s wrong to make scriptural 
confessions or command sicknesses to go in Jesus’ name? 

Absolutely not. The Bible does say that “the righteousness 
of faith speaks” (Romans 10:6). But there’s a big 
difference between doing these things out of a revelation 
of what Jesus’ finished work has accomplished for us, and 
doing them in order to demonstrate our faith to God to 
convince Him that we deserve our breakthroughs. One is 
borne of a real, intimate relationship with Him, the other 
is simply putting faith in our faith and is full of works.   

Beloved, what God wants is for us to put our trust in 
Christ alone, who has all the faith for our miracles. Let’s 
just rest in His faith, by simply believing that He who 
always believes without wavering can and will bring our 
miracles to pass!

Rest In Jesus’ Grace And Find Faith Flowing
The secret to great faith without strain or self-effort is to 
simply see Jesus in His grace and to rest in His faith. It’s 
not about us and how much faith we must conjure up in 
order to receive our miracles. It’s all about Jesus, His love 
for us and how He alone has all the faith, all the time, for 
our miracles. He alone is the author and finisher of faith, 
so it behooves us to look to Him always. Cut off from 
Him, you and I can do nothing.

There are no formulas to faith because faith is the 
product of a living and growing relationship with the One 
who loves us and died for us. Our faith grows as our 
revelation of His love and grace towards us grows. Our 
faith is unconsciously fed when we respond to that love by 
spending time with Him and getting to know Him more 
intimately. The more we see Him as a gracious God who 
doesn’t condemn us but who wants to over-supply our 
needs, the more faith develops in our hearts effortlessly 
and unconsciously. 

Beloved, if you’re going through a trial today, I 
encourage you to look away from your troubles and how 
much faith you have. Let faith be a flow from His throne 
of grace as you fix your eyes instead on Jesus and be 
absorbed with Him and His goodness. Instead of trying 
to produce more faith, keep hearing messages that are 
full of His grace and new covenant promises, and just rest 
in the riches of His grace and unwavering faith. And like 
Rebecca, Carmen and the heroes of faith in the Bible, 
you’ll have unconscious and audacious faith to believe God 
for the impossible and overcome every challenge in life!

It’s not faith in our faith to 
believe the impossible. It’s 
faith in Jesus – believing 
that He can and will do the 
impossible for us.
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THE STAR OF STARS!
Our Christmas services at The Star Performing Arts Centre  

(The Star PAC) were cause for double celebration.  
DAWN HU and GERALD WEE report.
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I t is 4.40am on Sunday, 23 December 2012. While  
 most of Singapore is fast asleep, a team reports at  
 The Star Theatre for a final round of sound checks. 

In one corner, a stage crew sticks masking tape on the floor 
to mark out positions for the performances to come. In 
another, a musician is tuning his instrument, preparing 
for the grand opening.

The trickle of activity soon intensifies into a veritable 
buzz when the choir gathers together for an impromptu 
warm-up; meanwhile, children in wintery drapes huddle 
in another room to practise their lines.

Four hours later, a faith goal becomes reality when 
The Star Theatre finally opens its doors to thousands 

of churchgoers. It is New Creation Church’s first Sunday 
service at The Star PAC.

The awesome Christmas programme, aptly themed  
The Star Is Born, featured a powerful opening video 
accompanied by flashing lasers and a majestic classical 
orchestra. There were beautiful vocal performances,  
stirring nativity narratives and special items that included 
a heart-warming rendition of We Are The Reason by a 
20-strong children’s choir. Even Bob Fitts, a face that is 
familiar to our church, was in town to celebrate the special 
occasion with us in a song of thanksgiving.

Yet in the midst of the dazzling lights and perfectly 
calibrated acoustics, the main focus throughout the day never 

drifted away from Jesus, the true Star of the 
show. Led by the worship team, congregation 
members enthusiastically raised their voices 
in Christmas carols and songs celebrating His 
person and birth.

Senior Pastor Joseph Prince, in his 
Christmas message, said that all the  
congregation members present were like the 
wise men from the East who had come to 
worship Jesus.

These festive and celebratory scenes 
replayed themselves throughout the day as 
more than 36,000 congregation members 
enjoyed the four yuletide services at The Star 
as well as at our other service venues at Marina 
Bay Sands, Rock Auditorium and GV Marina.

Stunning laser show.

Classical accompaniment 
that warmed hearts.

The grandeur of Christmas 
captured in magnificence.

A grand opening number.
(L to R) Jessica, Justin 
and Wendy Prince.

Our senior 
pastor, full 
of joy and 
thanksgiving at 
the goodness 
of God.

Our talented youths 
performing on stage.

We are the reason 
Jesus came!

Bob Fitts gives glory to Jesus through 
the song, Bethlehem’s Treasure.

“For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.”   
                 Matthew 2:2
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Blessed Experience
Bill John Lawrence, one of the blessed congregation 
members who attended the very first service at The Star, 
raved about the wonderful experience.

“The worship was most memorable. To experience 
the grandeur of the theatre while feeling the intimate 
presence of our Lord was amazing. Words cannot truly 
describe the moment.”

Alvin Khoo, a volunteer with the Royal Service 
Ministry, was also overwhelmed with emotion.

“When I first stepped in, I was filled with gratitude 
and joy at our Daddy God’s goodness and faithfulness,” 
he said. “During worship, I could feel a warmth in my 
heart. I was actually tearing!”

Indeed, there was much to celebrate and give thanks 
for and Christmas was the perfect occasion to remember 
the grace of God. For Sharon Wu, the inaugural service 
also served as a personal reminder of God’s constant 
faithfulness.

“Being at The Star reminds me of how far we 
have come.Just thinking back over the past years, I am 
thankful that Jesus has always been with me and my 
family, preserving us, moulding us, and keeping us from 
all harm. All glory to Jesus!”

Build-Up To The Star
Final preparations leading up to that blessed Christmas 
service had been a hive of Spirit-directed activity. The 
preceding week had seen daily rehearsals stretch into 
the night as performers – including children as young 
as seven years old – faithfully went through their scripts 
and routines.

The Visual Arts ministry was also out in full force 
ensuring that the lasers, lights and intricate props were 
carefully crafted and calibrated to provide a spectacular 
backdrop for the powerful performances on stage.

As for the day itself, church staff and volunteers  
were on site in the early hours of the morning preparing 
to receive thousands of congregation members  
(see “Behind The Scenes”).

The result? A memorable event for all congregation 
members celebrating Christmas in our church, 
regardless of location.

Alvin, who was on the ground welcoming church 
members to the new service venue, could not contain  
his joy.

“It was most fulfilling to see so many people joyful 
and blessed by the services,” he smiled. “Awesome and 
amazing would be understatements!”

“The worship was most memorable. To experience the grandeur of the theatre while feeling  
the intimate presence of our Lord was amazing. Words cannot truly describe the moment.”  
– Bill John Lawrence, server, Ambassadors

“It was definitely worth waiting for. The Star is such a wonderful milestone for our church,  
and the Christmas performance with its state-of-the-art sound and lighting was superb.”  
– Sharon Wu, congregation member

“When I first stepped in, I was filled with gratitude and joy at our Daddy God’s goodness 
and faithfulness. During worship, I could feel a warmth in my heart. I was actually tearing! 
Throughout the service, I experienced joy and gladness beyond description. Awesome and 
amazing would be understatements!”  
– Alvin Khoo, server, Royal Service Ministry

While what happens on stage is visible to all, what goes on backstage often goes unnoticed. 
Here’s SOLID ROCK’s shout-out to all the supporting cast helping to make our special Christmas 
celebration a resounding success. We couldn’t have done it without you!

BEHIND THE SCENES

First briefing at The Star!

The choir warming 
up their vocals.

All dressed up for a 
starry performance.

One final round 
of checks before 
doors open.Back stage touch-ups.

All eyes (and cameras) 
focused on stage.

Ready, get set, snap!All set to roll.
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… opens doors of opportunity that never shut.
… continuously protects us from all harm.
… lies in the hands of the One who loves us so much He died for us!

GERALD WEE reports on the excitement generated when our 
church’s blessed theme of the year was announced.

THE KEY  
OF DAVID…

W hat is your vision for the new year? On 6 January 2013, New Creation  
 Church (NCC) held Vision Sunday not only to mark the first service of  
 the year, but to share God’s heart for the church. 

The theme of the year has been a blessed church tradition for congregation 
members since 2005. Senior Pastor Joseph Prince customarily marks the first 
service of the year with an anointed message focused on God’s rhema word for the 
year. It is God’s revelation to our local church at the beginning of every New Year, 
a perspective which helps us see Him at work in our lives as well as to give thanks 
for His provision and protection. (See “Blessed Themes, Blessed Years” pg 27)

The anticipation was palpable even before Pastor Prince announced the 
theme of the year. There was always a confident expectation of good things from 
our good and loving Daddy God. 

“Last year was a very fruitful year for me in all areas of my life,” said Yana 
Kee, a volunteer with Rock Kidz, our children’s ministry. “I was really looking 
forward to what Daddy God had in store for me!”

For this year, Pastor Prince declared it 2013: The Key Of David. Drawing 
from the two biblical references (Revelation 3:7 and Isaiah 22:22), Pastor Prince 
pointed to Jesus, the holder of the key with the power to open doors that no one 
can shut, and shutting doors that no one can open. This means our infinitely 
loving God is ready to open doors of opportunities, favour, provision and 
blessings, while shutting doors that lead to despair, death and destruction.

“The key of the house of David
I will lay on his shoulder;
So he shall open, and no one shall shut;
And he shall shut, and no one shall open.”  
           Isaiah 22:22



SOLID ROCK  2013 EDITION 1    2726    2013 EDITION 1  SOLID ROCK

Ivan Rodrigues, a congregation member,  
was excited at what this would mean in his life 
this year.

“I was uplifted and felt a great sense of 
hope, a confident expectation in my life,” he 
said. “With the closed doors, I will no longer 
be bound by the pessimism of the world, and 
the door that Jesus will open this year will take 
me from glory to glory.”

For Isabel Mathews, a member of Arrow, 
our church’s youth ministry for tertiary school 
students, the message was simply blessed 
assurance.

“I’d just completed my ‘O’ Level 
examinations and was not sure where to go 
after that,” she confided. “It was like Jesus 
speaking to me and telling me that He already 
has everything planned in my life! He will open 
all the right doors for me and lead me to the 
right school where I will excel.”

While many church members would see 
many different doors to personal blessings 
opened this year, one door was specially 
mentioned during Pastor Prince’s sermon: 
wombs would be opened in 2013! Genesis 
30:22 says that God remembered Rachel, 
listened to her, and opened her womb. It was 
a prophetic proclamation that there would be 
many babies born in the upcoming year.

Li Zhen, a congregation member, was 
filled with joy when she heard this.

“My husband and I have been wanting to 
start a family for some time now,” she shared. 
“It was such a blessed affirmation that the 
Lord has heard me and remembers my heart’s 
desire!”

Praise and worship is also expected to 
feature prominently in the upcoming year as 
Pastor Prince closed the anointed message with 
an account of the Apostle Paul’s imprisonment 
in Acts 16. Instead of lamenting over his 
situation, Paul’s response was to sing hymns 
to God, an act of worship which subsequently 
unlocked and opened the prison doors.

“I expect 2013 to be an awesome year,” 
concluded Yana, a Rock Kidz server. “Doors 
of wisdom, favour, health and loving 
relationships be opened. I can’t wait to receive 
God’s promises for me.”

“I’d just completed my ‘O’ Level 
examinations and was not sure 
where to go after that. It was like 
Jesus speaking to me and telling 
me that He already has everything 
planned in my life! He will open 
all the right doors for me and lead 
me to the right school where I will 
excel. I’m trusting God for kingdom 
friends wherever I go.”  
– Isabel Mathews, member,  

The Zone youth ministry

“Jesus holds the key to my life! I 
realise that all things are planned 
by Him, and He opens the correct 
doors and closes all the doors 
leading to harm to protect me. Year 
2013 is going to be an awesome 
year! He will open numerous 
blessed doors of wisdom, favour, 
health, loving relationships and 
financial provision! Doors to 
sickness, poverty, condemnation, 
and bondages will be closed!”  
– Yana Kee, server, Rock Kidz 

(Children’s ministry)

“I was uplifted and felt a great 
sense of hope, a confident 
expectation in my life. The 
door that Jesus will open this 
year will take me from glory to 
glory. With the closed doors, I 
will no longer be bound by the 
pessimism of the world. The 
Key of David will also take me 
to freedom to be successful in 
my family and my finances.” 
– Ivan Rodrigues, congregation 

member

2005: A Year Filled With  
The Supernatural Favour And 
Goodness Of God

2005 was proclaimed a year impregnated 
with God’s favour and goodness. Our 
church was reminded that God has blessed 
us in every area of our lives. (3 John 2)

2006: A Year Of Acceleration And 
Being Led By The Spirit

Even in the midst of economic downturn 
in the world, God assured us that we 
would never be alone. 2006 was declared 
a year of acceleration where we would be 
confidently led by the Holy Spirit and filled 
with joy and peace.

2007: A Year Of New Beginnings

Genesis 39:2
The Lord was with Joseph, and he was a 
successful man...

Just as Joseph began life in Egypt with 
nothing to his name but the Lord, our church 
began the year focused on the presence 
of Jesus, confident that He alone would 
provide success, health, wisdom and riches.

2008: A Year Of Manifested Blessings

Genesis 27:28
Therefore may God give you of the Dew 
of heaven, of the fatness of the earth, and 
plenty of grain and wine.

2009: A Dektos 
Year (The 
Acceptable Year 
Of The Lord: a 
most blessed time 
where salvation 
and the free 
favours of God 
profusely abound.)

Luke 4:18–19
The Spirit of the Lord  
is upon Me,
Because He has 
anointed Me…
To proclaim the 
acceptable year of  
the Lord.

It’s the new year, but there’s no need to wring out the old! The best part about themes of the year is that 
they don’t ever expire. After all, God’s abundant blessings don’t go away, they just accumulate! Here are 
the previous years’ themes, always relevant and evergreen. Be blessed!

2011: A Year Of His Crowned Goodness

Psalm 65:11
You crown the year with Your goodness, and Your paths drip with 
abundance.

BLESSED THEMES, BLESSED YEARS

2010: A Year Of Restful Increase

Matthew 11:28–30
Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle 
and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke 
is easy and My burden is light.

2012: A Year Of Unceasing Fruitfulness

Jeremiah 17:7–8
Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, and whose hope is the 
Lord. For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, which spreads 
out its roots by the river, and will not fear when heat comes; but its 
leaf will be green, and will not be anxious in the year of drought, nor 
will cease from yielding fruit.
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A chariot whizzes through the 
desert. Inside, the Ethiopian 
queen’s treasurer is engrossed in a 
book written by the prophet Isaiah. 
He wishes that someone would 
explain it to him. Suddenly, Philip 
appears. Philip asks if the eunuch 
understands what he is reading. 
The eunuch asks who Isaiah is 
writing about.

Philip proceeds to preach Jesus 
to the Ethiopian eunuch. And as 
they continue on the journey, they 
come to some water. The eunuch 
turns to Philip saying, “See, here is 
water. Can I be baptised?” 

Then Philip answers, “Sure you 
can, if you believe with all your 
heart that Jesus is your Saviour.”

“I believe that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God,” replies the eunuch.

He commands the chariot to 
stand still, and goes down into the 
water. Then Philip baptises the 
eunuch.

(Acts 8:27-38)

AWASH AND ALIVE  
IN HIS LOVE

Water baptism. A simple ceremony that outwardly identifies a believer with the death,  
burial and resurrection of Jesus. But what blessed life-changing power it releases!  

KELLY LIM and GERALD WEE report.

To the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8, baptism was a natural 
response after he believed what the Lord Jesus had done 
for him on the cross. When he had a revelation of what 

salvation meant to him, he wanted to be water baptised.  
Water baptism may be a simple ceremony but it is a 

significant milestone in every believer’s life. It is a public 
declaration that we believe in the Lord Jesus and all that He 
has done to save us. It identifies us with His death, burial and 
resurrection. And just as Jesus was resurrected from death to 
life, water baptism marks our death to our old life and signifies 
our new life and identity in Christ.

Water baptism is like a wedding, where the bride and groom 
publicly declare their love and union. They gladly exchange 
wedding rings, which is a symbol and reminder of the vow they 
have just made. Likewise, water baptism is a public ceremony 
where we declare our new life in Christ Jesus our Lord, and it is 
a reminder of God’s covenant of love with us.

LIVES REDEEMED, ENEMIES DESTROYED
In the Bible, the Passover is a picture of our salvation and 

redemption through the blood of Jesus, the Lamb of God. By 
the same token, the crossing of the Red Sea by the children of 
Israel is likened to water baptism. (1 Corinthians 10:1-5)

“When the children of Israel were pursued by Pharaoh’s 
army as they left Egypt, God parted the Red Sea for them,” 
cited Pastor KE Mathews, one of the pastors who oversees water 
baptism in New Creation Church. “God gave them victory and 
they walked on dry land.  Meanwhile, the enemies following 
behind were completely destroyed by the waters that covered 
them.”

God did not just deliver the children of Israel from 
Pharoah, He also annihilated their enemies who were in hot 
pursuit. The Israelites walked out from Egypt and the Red Sea 
triumphant. (Exodus 14:27-30)



SOLID ROCK  2013 EDITION 1    3130    2013 EDITION 1  SOLID ROCK

“There’s just something about water 
baptism that sets into motion a newness 
in your walk with the Lord. You 
experience the victory Jesus has already 
given you.” – Pastor Mathews

T E S T I M O N I E S  ·  S T A T E  O F  G R A C E

This picture of victory over enemies is something  
Pastor Mathews personally identifies with.

“I used to avoid people,” he laughingly confided. 
“Growing up, I was a little pudgy and my friends used to 
poke fun at me. I became frustrated and angry, and began 
being negative towards others.” 

Try as he might, Pastor Mathews often felt powerless to 
fix his negative feelings or stop them from surfacing. He 
remembered being tired of carrying around the negativity 
for years and told the Lord how much he despised this part 
of himself. Then he made a decision that charted a new 
course in his life.

“At 21, I decided to be water baptised. I believed that 
surely this enemy that had been plaguing me for years 
shall die too in the waters just like Pharaoh’s army! I went 
into the waters while meditating on Romans 6 that says 
we are baptised unto Christ at the cross. Our ‘old man’, 
the habits and things that we don’t like about ourselves, 
is crucified with Him and as Jesus rose from the dead, we 
rise to walk in our ‘new man’.”

Rising from the waters, Pastor Mathews did not 
witness the heavens opening up, nor hear God’s assuring 

voice coming down from heaven. In fact, he did not feel 
any different. But gradually, the anger that had been 
hanging around all those years, faded away.

“I can’t tell you exactly when it happened, but it just 
fell away,” he said. “And I know that water baptism was a 
defining moment in my life.”

LOVED AND VICTORIOUS
The empowering nature of water baptism is also seen in 
Scripture. 

Before our Lord Jesus performed His first miracle, 
He was water baptised. As He rose from the waters of the 
Jordan River, a booming voice from heaven affirmed 
Jesus as God’s beloved Son, in whom He is well pleased. 
(Matthew 3:16-17)

“Likewise, water baptism is an empowering 
remembrance of God’s love for believers,” said Pastor 
Mathews. “And with this revelation, breakthroughs often 
take place.”

That’s what happened for Adora Tay. In 2011, the 
18-year-old student was, in her own words, “at the lowest 
point of her life.” She performed badly in her ‘O’ Level 
examinations and felt dejected. Before her water baptism 
in March 2011, she asked God for wisdom in her studies. 
But she received much more.

“When I stepped out of the water that day, I felt so 
afresh and filled with life. I just knew that great things 
would happen in my life,” she recalled. 

Adora passed her basic, final and practical driving tests 
in five short months. And in 2012, she did so well in her 
second attempt at the ‘O’ Level examinations that she got 
into a polytechnic course of her choice.

Just the knowledge that she is God’s beloved gave 
Adora the power to overcome her challenges. “The Lord 
has the first and last say on what my future is. He loves me 
so much He reserves His best gifts for me!”

Pastor Mathews has heard from many congregation 
members of how their lives have been transformed after 
going through water baptism.

“There’s just something about water baptism that sets 
into motion a newness in your walk with the Lord,” said 
Pastor Mathews. “You experience the victory Jesus has 
already given you.”

To find out more about water baptism organised by  
our church, visit www.newcreation.org.sg or email us at  
pastoral.care@newcreation.org.sg
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Breathing Restored   

“I’m not sure when I was healed, but a few 
weeks after my trip, I realised my breathing had 
become normal!”

Some years ago, I started having irregular breathing. 
There were times when I would stop breathing 

momentarily while I was sleeping. At other times, I would 
awaken in the middle of the night gasping for air.

Initially, I would panic but after a few attacks, I 
found out that by standing up, or having someone pat me 
on the back, my condition would be relieved and I could 
breathe again.

Having listened to Pastor Prince’s sermons all these 
years, I have learnt to trust in the Lord. I believe that 
when I put my problems in God’s hands, He puts His 
peace in my heart. After a while, I didn’t think too much 
of my condition.

I attended the TBN Israel Tour in September 2012 
and just before my trip, I prayed a simple prayer that 
my disruptive sleeping pattern would not affect my 
roommate, and that my snoring and irregular breathing 
would be healed in the Holy Land.

During worship at the Haas Promenade, Pastor 
Prince prayed a healing prayer over us. I could feel God’s 
presence and my tears kept flowing. Shortly after, I felt 
an awesome peace and comfort. 

I’m not sure when I was healed, but a few weeks after 
my trip, I realised my breathing had become normal! 
Previously, I was afraid to take deep breaths as I would 
feel discomfort in my chest. Now, my breathing is steady 
and effortless, and I can take deep breaths without any 
discomfort. 

Thank You Jesus! All glory to God!

BL Kho

Position Of Unmerited Favour   

“Even though I didn’t understand how I could get out  
of my situation, I decided not to depend on my own 
effort but to trust the Lord and rest on His promises.”

O  ver the past three years, I have been struggling to hold down  
 a job and was asked to leave on three separate occasions. As the 

sole breadwinner for my family, I was worried and at my wits’ end.
A friend of mine gave me the book 100 Days Of Favor to read 

and meditate on. I was greatly encouraged as it reminded me that I 
am the righteousness of God in Christ. I also decided to partake of 
the Holy Communion frequently.

Even though I didn’t understand how I could get out of my 
situation, I decided not to depend on my own effort but to trust the 
Lord and rest on His promises. I was pleasantly surprised when a 
headhunter began to aggressively pursue a prospective employer on 
my behalf. I felt so favoured!

When the headhunter asked me about my expected salary,  
I remembered one of the readings in 100 Days Of Favor when Esther 
trusted the judgement of the official in charge of her. I followed 
her example and said I would leave it to him to decide. 

Despite being much older than many of the other candidates,  
I felt highly favoured as I went through the interview process. 

While waiting for the interview results, I would partake of the 
Holy Communion whenever I felt defeated, and reminded myself 
to depend wholly on the Lord’s provision. 

When I was finally offered the position, I even got a big salary 
increment! I truly believed that despite what I had gone through in 
the past years, the Lord wanted to bless me more than I could ever 
imagine! 

I truly felt God’s tender love towards me. In turn, the love I 
had for my family, friends and even strangers, has grown. My heart 
is full of gratitude for what the Lord has done in my life. Praise the 
name of Jesus!

Chan Kim Seng

Unfairly Good Run  

L ast year, I had stomach flu just two days  
 before a marathon I was scheduled to 

run. I was disappointed as I had spent a lot  
of time over a period of five months training 
for it. 

Even as I told God that the situation was 
really “unfair”, I felt an assurance that God, 
in His grace, would be unfairly good to me. 
Even so, the prospects of running for this 
particular marathon looked really bleak. All 
I could do was keep praising and thanking 
Him for my healing and believing Him that 
I would have a good run. I was still flat on 
my back the next day, but I just continued to 
thank the Lord for His goodness and grace 
for my situation. 

Feeling better on the morning of the 
marathon, I decided to take part, even though  
I wasn’t sure I could finish the run. But 
during the run, I did not feel any ill effects, 
and not only did I finish the race, but I also 
clocked a personal best time! Praise Jesus! 
God was indeed unfairly good to me!

David
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For You, O Lord,  
will bless the righteous;  

With favour  
You will surround him  

as with a shield.

psalm 5:12
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SEND US YOUR TESTIMONY
Do you have a praise report about God’s 
goodness and faithfulness in your life?  
Email testimonies@newcreation.org.sg 
and share your testimony with us.

Healed To Dance For His Glory

“I know that Jesus is the reason that all this was possible. 
To Him be all the glory!”

I am a full-time engineer, but my real passion is dancing. In early  
 August 2012, I was shortlisted to perform at my dance studio’s annual 

recital. This was a big deal for me; it would be my first time performing 
three different items in front of hundreds of people. Unfortunately, one 
month into the rehearsals, I fell and injured my ankle. I was limping and 
the pain was excruciating.

According to my doctor, I had torn my anterior ligament. It would 
take at least four weeks for the injury to heal and another three weeks 
before I could resume my dance activities.

Unconvinced, I sought a second opinion. This time, the doctor 
determined that not only was my ligament torn, but the supporting tissue 
of my peroneal tendon was also damaged. He added that since I’m in my 
thirties, the healing period could take up to 12 weeks! Needless to say, I was 
devastated. 

When I informed my choreographers, they surprised me by not 
dropping me completely from the performances, but assigned me a 
smaller role. I went home and together with my husband, we applied the 
anointing oil and broke bread, trusting God for my healing. 

For the next two weeks, I broke bread and anointed my ankle every 
single day. Pastor Prince’s preaching on healing and the confession of our 
words taught me to believe and pray radically over my situation. 

By the end of the second week, I could walk without any pain, and by 
the third week, I was dancing again! My choreographers didn’t even need 
to reduce my role in the recital. 

When I went back to the doctor at the end of the third week, he told 
me that my ligament had already been healed for some time. And since 
there was no pain, I was cleared to perform.

The recital in October was a success and I was even given an award for 
excellence. I know that Jesus is the reason that all this was possible. To Him 
be all the glory!

Janet Danielle

Sowing And  
Reaping!

M y wife and I started attending NCC in  
 January 2012. We have been impacted 

and encouraged by Pastor Prince’s sharing. 
When the opportunity to sow into The Star 
Performing Arts Centre during Miracle Seed 
Sundays came, we wanted to participate, even 
though we were new in church. Although 
financially tight, we trusted God and sowed 
with the little we had.

One week later, I was having an appraisal 
meeting with my director as I had just 
completed my first year of work with the 
company. Usually, it would be a simple review 
with perhaps a small increment. However, 
I was told that I would be given a double 
increment instead. It was really amazing and 
my wife and I were very glad as this would 
help us with our finances tremendously! 

What a wonderful God we have! He 
is always looking out for us and loving us. 
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to 
sow into His kingdom. Praise God! 

The writer has requested to remain 
anonymous.

Overcoming Exam Stress 

“Even during the times when I felt panic rising 
within me, I remembered that His grace is 
sufficient and His strength is made perfect in my 
weakness.”

I frequently get serious panic attacks when preparing for  
 my exams. But last year, preparations for my final exams 

were much worse as the exams included both oral and 
practical components. These were huge obstacles as I often 
get stage fright!

During my mock exams, I panicked and stuttered so 
much my mentor got quite worried for me.

When my friend brought me to New Creation Church 
(NCC) last year, I learnt through Pastor Prince’s sermons 
the beauty of what Jesus had accomplished for me on the 
cross. I recognised I would never be able to build up  
my confidence through self-effort. Pastor Prince’s 
testimony of how God delivered him from stuttering also 
encouraged me.

During my preparations, I often played Pastor 
Prince’s sermon, Let Go And Let His Supply Flow, on repeat 
mode, and let myself be constantly reminded to let go and 
rely on Christ. I also partook of the Holy Communion 
and prayed in tongues regularly. When I learnt to relax in 
the Lord, my revisions became stress-free. 

Even during the times when I felt panic rising within 
me, I remembered that His grace is sufficient and His 
strength is made perfect in my weakness. Peace would then 
flow within me.

The friend who brought me to NCC also sent me 
encouraging verses every day during the weeks leading 
up to my final exam. Even when I felt I messed up one 
of my papers and thought I was going to fail, I would be 
reminded of God’s grace and how I would find favour  
in the eyes of the examiners. I decided to let Him do the 
rest.

When the results finally came out, I passed and 
graduated with a degree in Traditional Chinese Medicine! 
I’m now a licensed practitioner. Thank You Jesus!

Si Min
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... The things  
which are impossible 

with men  
are possible with God.

luke 18:27

My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength  
is made perfect in weakness. 

2 corinthians 12:9
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STATE OF GRACE

W hen Mike and Catherine  
 Chia delivered their fourth  
 child, Natanya, in April 

2012, they did not know that it would 
turn out to be a life-threatening 
event. 

After a miscarriage in 2008, 
they had rejoiced that Catherine’s 
pregnancy this time round was rather 
uneventful, except for a mild case  
of gestational diabetes. At 7.30am  
on 7 April 2012, Catherine was 
admitted to the hospital. By 12.15pm, 
the Chias happily welcomed a healthy 
baby girl into their family.

“In 2010, Pastor Henry Yeo had 
prayed for us and prophesied that 
we would have a champion,” Mike 
recalled. “And during the first  
service of the year on 2 January 2011, 
Pastor Prince shared that it would 
be a year of His crowned goodness 
dripping with abundance. So we 
knew that 2011 was going to be the 
year we would have a child!”

But their joy was cut short when 

things took a dramatic turn for 
the worse. Immediately after the 
delivery, Catherine began to suffer 
from post-partum haemorrhage. 
Two hours later, the bleeding became 
so severe, she could not stop shaking 
and vomiting. Multiple injections 
were administered in an attempt to 
stem the bleeding but to no avail.

“The next five hours were 

perhaps the longest in my life,” Mike 
recounted. Catherine’s condition 
became so critical that the doctor 
advised immediate surgery to remove 
part of her uterus. “I did not know 
what was going on as I was not 
allowed inside the operating theatre. 
I was struggling with a growing fear 
that I was going to lose her.”

“I was not conscious of what 
was happening because of the 
anaesthetics,” admitted Catherine. 
“But while I was still in the labour 
ward, I noticed Mike praying in 
tongues and looking very worried. 
The only thing on my mind during 
this entire time was the welfare of  
my family.”

Later, the doctor shared 
that there were moments when 
Catherine’s blood pressure was 
so low that it could not even be 
recorded by the machine. She was 
also bleeding so profusely that 
continuous blood transfusions were 
needed. Mike shuddered at what the 

“I kept telling the Lord 
that I cannot lose her. 
What will become of 
me and our children 
without her?”
                – Mike Chia

doctor told him, “We could have 
lost her, right there in the operating 
theatre.”

Catherine was admitted to the 
Intensive Care Unit (ICU) after 
coming out of the operating theatre 
at 7pm. Mike was told to go home, as 
Catherine needed to rest. 

“When I got home, I shared with 
my daughters what was going on. We 
partook of the Holy Communion 
and had praise and worship. We just 
believed together that Catherine was 
on her way to recovery.”

While outwardly strong for the 
sake of his children, Mike struggled 
with the fear of losing his wife.  
“I kept telling the Lord that I cannot 

lose her. What will become of me 
and our children without her?” 
Yet in spite of what he felt, Mike 
continued to believe that the Lord is 
good. And that gave him peace.

The next day was Resurrection 
Sunday. While anxious to see his 
wife, Mike decided to attend the 
first service before heading to the 
hospital. When he arrived at Shine 
Auditorium, he met Pastor KE 
Mathews who prayed with Mike 
and encouraged him to rest in the 
finished work of Jesus. 

“That really struck a chord 
with me,” Mike recalled. “It 
reminded me that Jesus’ death and 
resurrection had already redeemed 

Catherine.” By the time the service 
was over, Mike knew that everything 
was going to be all right.

That very morning, Catherine 
recovered so rapidly she was 
transferred out of the ICU by 
noon, soon after Mike came out of 
the first service. Her strength also 
returned so quickly that she was 
discharged two days later. And that 
Friday, during a follow-up review, 
the doctor declared that Catherine 
had made a full recovery from the 
operation.

But the Lord’s goodness did 
not end there. The hospital bill 
ran up to over $20,000 due to 
the medications, injections and 
blood transfusions that had to be 
administered to Catherine. Yet, 
He gave the Chias such favour that 
the doctors attending to her only 
charged her nominal fees and the 
hospital administration staff gave 
them advice on how to manage 
the bill. Months later, Mike and 
Catherine were able to recover 
the entire hospital bill through 
insurance, and even had money 
left over to cover expenses incurred 
during Catherine’s pregnancy.

“What we’ve learnt is that 
even though the ordeal was really 
tough, God’s goodness was even 
more abundant!” Mike smilingly 
concluded.

Goodness  
In Abundance    
Resurrection Sunday is a blessed time when believers celebrate Jesus’ finished work 
on the cross. For the Chia family, it is also a time they remember God’s extravagant 
goodness when a life was at stake. NATALIE PANG discovers more.

Mike and Catherine with their 
blessed fourth child Natanya.
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Marriage,  
A Heavenly Union 
Marriage is God’s idea, so if you are searching for marital bliss, look no further 
than to Him who ordained it, and through whom all things, including marriage, 
are held together. JUSTIN TAM shares more.

It often begins with a friendly smile, then a first date 
and before you know it, you’ve been spending a lot 
of time with this person. Slowly, it dawns upon you 

that this person is the one you want to wake up to every 
morning, and cuddle with every night. Soon, you are 
engaged and you couldn’t be happier.

Friends and loved ones are ecstatic and the both of 
you just can’t wait for your journey as husband and wife 
to begin. Then the wedding planning kicks in as do 
conflicting ideals of married life. “Intense” discussions 
may ensue and before you know what hit you, the 
wedding preparation and notion of marriage become 
stressful.  

As Pastor KE Mathews aptly shared during a 
Marriage Preparation Seminar organised by New 
Creation Church, “It’s not the big things that set us off 
against one another, but the trivial, little things.” And 
coming from someone who has just gotten married, I 
can relate. 

Thankfully, it doesn’t have to be conflict all the 
way! I gleaned some practical tips which I hope will 
equip you for your marriage.

 
Listen, And Listen Well   
Often, the catalyst to an argument is a lack of effective 
communication.

It’s only natural to want to be heard. We all want 
to have our say and to know that our opinions matter, 

especially to our loved ones. However, there are many 
times when we hear, but do not really listen. And before 
you know it, you are in a full-fledged argument. 

The solution? Listen. Because effective 
communication is about listening. The simple act of 
listening before making a judgment and responding can 
result in wonderful outcomes. And husbands, don’t be 
too quick to offer solutions. Take the time to process and 
digest what your spouse is saying. Empathise and learn to 
encourage one another. 

Through this process, you will learn to understand 
each other, and be better equipped to help each other. 

Love And Respect Your Spouse
While our uniqueness is what makes us attractive to 
our spouse, it can also be the reason that conflicts 
arise. No two individuals are created the same, so no 
two personalities are identical either. We all do things 
differently, think differently and have our own quirks.

As such, “prolonged exposure” to one another 
is bound to bring to the surface disagreements. It is 
inevitable in any relationship.

Chances are, what you dislike about your 
spouse-to-be is likely to be “magnified” once you are 
married, simply because you are spending more time 
together as one in Christ. So it is important to ask 
yourself if you are willing to accept, love and exercise 
empathy towards your spouse-to-be as he or she is now.

Since your answer is yes (you are, after all, getting 
married), it is a good time to dispel all thoughts that 
your partner will change. Because it’s probably not going 
to happen. Certainly not by your effort.

But you can do what God’s Word says. Husbands are 
to love their wives, just as Christ also loved the church. 
(Ephesians 5:25) And wives are to submit to their 
husbands, as to the Lord. (Ephesians 5:22) Change 
your spouse for the better? That’s God’s part.

Put Jesus In The Centre 
While it is tempting for couples to draw from each  
other for strength or comfort, doing so will only cause 
the both of you to deplete each other. Do not make  
your partner your everything. Instead, keep your focus 
on Jesus.

Picture this. Your relationship is like a triangle.  
Jesus is at the apex while you and your partner form  
the base points. 

If you and your partner focus on each other, all 
you will see over time is the distance between the both 
of you. But if both of you keep your eyes on Jesus and 
draw closer to Him, you and your spouse effortlessly 
draw closer. And as you receive from the Lord together, 
you will have more than enough for each other. 

So, as you prepare for marriage and get ready  
to make married life a heavenly union, don’t focus  
on the stresses of daily life or even each other. In 
Christ, all things (including marriage) consist. 
(Colossians 1:17) Let Jesus be the centre of your 
marriage, and the outcome can be intoxicatingly 
blissful.

©
 iS

to
ck

p
ho

to
.c

o
m

/D
un

ca
nL

 

“that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Romans 15:6
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Pregnant With 
Promises 
First-time mummy TAN KHAI HUA shares her pre-natal journey and offers useful tips 
gleaned from a pre-natal seminar organised by New Creation Church (NCC).   

For many first-time parents, pregnancy is an 
exciting time, yet it can be peppered with 
moments of anxiety and uncertainty as they 

navigate previously unchartered waters in their life 
journey.

As a recent first-time mother, I, too, 
experienced many common symptoms and fears 
often associated with early-stage pregnancy. I was 
nauseous, and often fearful of miscarriage or a 
negative test result. My state of anxiety was further 
heightened when friends and relatives heaped 
well-meaning but often negative words of “wisdom” 
upon me.

What really helped me was a pre-natal seminar 
organised by NCC, where Pauline Lim (Pastor 
Benjamin Lim’s wife) shared biblical truths that 
assuaged my fears. Pauline also offered practical 
advice that I found useful in my pre-natal journey. 

Psalm 127:3 proclaims that children are a 
heritage from the Lord, and that the fruit of the 
womb is a reward. If children are a blessing and 
reward from God, then surely nothing should stop a 
woman from experiencing all the goodness that God 
has planned for her!

 
Fight Fear With God’s Word 
While I know God’s Word was key to overcoming 
fear, I admit that it was not easy to remember that 
each time the symptoms or fear struck!

One practical tip that Pauline offered was to 
visualise the symptoms in my pregnancy (in my 

case, nausea) as nailed on the cross of Jesus. Jesus 
Himself bore our griefs and carried our sorrows, so 
that by His stripes we are healed. (Isaiah 53:4-5) I 
learnt to meditate on this promise and found that 
it helped to settle my anxiety. 

I was also comforted knowing that in the  
Bible, pregnant Hebrew women were often 
described as lively and that they experienced quick 
childbirths. (Exodus 1:19) If Hebrew women 
could experience quick and complication-free 
childbirths under the old covenant, I knew that I 
could experience greater blessings under a better 
covenant based on Jesus’ finished work on the 
cross.

Focus On Jesus
Mums-to-be naturally attract much well-meaning 
advice, and I’ve had more than my fair share of 
friends telling me what foods to eat and what to 
avoid. The advice I got was often conflicting and 
the more I read – whether from online forums or 
books – the more confused I became. 

Thankfully, Pauline reminded the expectant 
mothers to be Jesus-conscious instead of 
pregnancy-conscious. This means trusting that the 
Lord will lead us in what to do, eat, read and hear. 

One practical tip offered was that husbands 
can also help by encouraging their wives to focus 
on Jesus whenever fearful thoughts bombard them. 
The constant reminders of God’s love help create 
a shield around their wives’ hearts. (Psalm 91:4) 

I learnt to spend more time with Jesus by listening to 
His Word and chatting with Him during the day. Over 
time, my symptoms and fears gradually dissipated. 

The Power Of Visualisation 
Building faith-filled visions and deciding what we 
want to experience during the pregnancy is important. 
Recounting her own experience, Pauline shared 
how she visualised herself healthy and well whenever 
she spoke wholeness over her body and how God 
was faithful to bring whatever she spoke to pass. 
Mothers were encouraged to let their view of God be 
correspondingly enlarged with their growing bellies.

I was able to put this advice to practice when I 
experienced severe muscle cramps in my hip during 
my third trimester. The doctor said the symptom was 
normal and would go away after I gave birth. But I 
decided not to wait until then! Instead, I spoke to my 
body and visualised my baby moving away from the 
pinched nerve that was causing the pain. Miraculously, 

the pain went away the very next morning!

Rest Is Found In Jesus 
“Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28)

Finally, while parenthood brings new 
responsibilities and challenges, the most important 
thing to remember is that we are not alone. Our 
part is to not worry and be stressed out, but to 
simply relax and enter God’s rest. Personally, 
knowing that Jesus is constantly with me and being 
able to rest in Him helped me overcome many 
episodes of self-doubt and fear. 

Even after delivery, Pauline encouraged parents 
to walk intimately with Jesus and depend on His 
grace and divine provision for every need. 

When we let go and let God, He does the 
work for us. After all, pregnancy, childbirth and 
parenthood are meant to be enjoyed. So, cast your 
cares to Him, for He cares for you and your baby.
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VERDICT:        Average and worth dropping by 
if you are in the area.

FOOD REVIEWS

Bites Worth  
Waking Up For 
Widely considered the most important meal of the day, breakfast is taken seriously here at SOLID ROCK. 
We scoured the island with much zeal to bring you the best morning eats this side of heaven!

TANGLIN HALT MARKET AND FOOD CENTRE  |  48A Tanglin Halt Road

Of Congee And 
Chee Cheong Fun
Congee (rice porridge) is a favourite breakfast item among many 
Singaporeans. And judging from the queue that was starting to 
form in front of the stall when I got there, I was confident that 
this would be quite a tasty venture. Standing in line in front of a 
pyjamas-clad auntie who looked like a veteran customer, I asked for 
a recommendation. Turned out that the plain congee as well as the 
turnip, and prawn chee cheong funs (Chinese rice rolls with fillings, 
usually served with soya sauce) worked wonderfully well for me!

THE TASTE: The plain porridge was smooth with a slight fragrance of sesame 
oil. A simple, no frills dish that was tasty. The chee cheong funs were a delightful 
surprise. Piping hot, their silky smooth skins melted in my mouth. The prawns 
were crunchy and fresh, and the turnip version had slices of mushrooms 
sprinkled in for good measure. The texture of the chee cheong fun skin against 
the bite-sized prawns, turnips and mushrooms was a delectable treat. The soya 
sauce that was drizzled over the rice rolls added a nice saltiness to the dishes.

Jiu Ye; Open from 6am to 10.30am (closed on Tuesdays) BY EJ CHOI

VERDICT:        Definitely worth a trip, if just 
for the delicious chee cheong funs!

Bon Appétit!

Kitchenette is a quaint French bakery and bistro with 
an executive pastry chef whose résumé includes a stint 
at the famed Parisian pastry shop, Ladurée. As we were 
in the mood for brunch, we ordered some of their 
breakfast platters with great anticipation. 

THE TASTE: We went with the recommended Kitchenette 
Breakfast Set and the Waffle Big Breakfast.

The breakfast set came with two sunny side-up eggs, 
beef stilton (roast beef slices cooked with stilton cheese), 
bacon, baked beans, sausage, mushrooms, tomatoes, 
potatoes and a choice of coffee or tea from the menu. While 
most of the spread was standard fare, we enjoyed the eggs. 
Slightly brown on the underside and smooth on top with 
runny yolks. The beef stilton was tasty as well.

There were hits and misses with the Waffle Big 
Breakfast. The waffles remained light and fluffy but the 
scrambled eggs (our choice) turned out hard and oily, not 
quite the light and creamy texture we expected.

Kitchenette; Open daily from 9am to 9pm; Breakfast menu 
available up to 2.30pm

1 GOLDHILL PLAZA  |  #01-11

BY GAVIN CHAN
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FOOD REVIEWS
ABC BRICKWORKS MARKET AND FOOD CENTRE  |  6 Jalan Bukit Merah

ADAM ROAD FOOD CENTRE  |  2 Adam Road

Master Of Lontong

Yummy Nasi Lemak

As this stall was a featured finalist at the 2012 Singapore Hawker 
Masters, I wanted to get a taste of it and decide for myself. As I 
made my way to the food centre, I realised that I haven’t eaten 
lontong (cooked rice cakes in a vegetable curry) since I was in 
secondary school! My salivary glands could scarcely contain 
themselves as I hastily put in my order for one plate of lontong. 

THE TASTE: The dish arrived with two types of condiments: the ubiquitous 
sweet chilli sambal and an orange coconut variety. The coconut topping was 
slightly sweet but added an interesting fragrance to the dish. The rice cakes 
were a tad soft to the bite, but I didn’t mind as that meant they absorbed the 
gravy nicely. The vegetables in the curry were soft but not overcooked. The 
curry was slightly watery but full of flavour and came with a generous piece 
of fried tofu and a hard-boiled egg. Very filling and satisfying.

One visit to this stall, and your perception of the 
humble nasi lemak (rice cooked in coconut milk) will 
be forever altered. I always imagined nasi lemak as a 
standard offering of fried egg, fried fish, ikan bilis 
(deep fried anchovies) and sweet chilli sauce. This stall 
at Adam Road offered seven varieties, with the most 
extravagant one, aptly named Royal Rumble, loaded 
with six side dishes! These included fried chicken wing, 
otak (grilled fish paste wrapped in banana leaf), ikan 
bilis (deep fried anchovies), fried fish, fried egg and 
fried potato patty. Of course I ordered this version! 

THE TASTE: Apart from the potato patty that was a little oily, 
all side dishes offered were par for the course. The highlight of 
the meal was the crispy deep-fried chicken wing which arrived 
fresh out of the fire. Deliciously crisp and delightfully oily, every 
morsel of the chicken wing was like heaven on my palate. Diet, 
what diet?

Nusa & Tara; Open daily from 6am to 12pm

Selera Rasa Nasi Lemak; Open daily from 7am to 10pm

VERDICT:        No wonder it was a finalist in the 
Hawker Masters. Yummy! 

VERDICT:        Worth a try, and do order extra 
chicken wings!

Please note that all opinions expressed are the writer’s own. They do not reflect the views and opinions of Solid Rock and New Creation Church.

DEACON YONG CHEE R AMFOOD FOCUS W
IT

H

From Bangkok to Paris, Johor Bahru to London. Wherever he is, Church Council member Deacon  
Chee Ram knows his way to the best local eats in town. We chatted with this passionate makanista* about  
the most important meal of the day.

What are some of your favourite  
breakfast foods? 
I don’t have a favourite breakfast food. 
I just love food. Good food. (Laughs) 
Sometimes, it is freshly made roti prata  
(I like the crispy or fluffy ones). I don’t 
mind a good lontong or nasi lemak. I 
especially enjoy nasi lemak when the rice 
cooked with a good amount of coconut 
milk and served with sambal that has 
big ikan bilis. I also enjoy wanton mee or 
lor mee (noodles served in thick brown 
gravy, usually with sliced pork and fish 
cakes).

Where are some of your favourite 
breakfast places?
I enjoy going out with my wife, Susan 
for some of the breakfast foods we don’t 
usually get to eat. One of our favourite 
places to go to is Amoy Street Food 
Centre. We like lor mee and wanton mee 

(noodles usually served dry with 
dumplings and barbecued pork 
slices). But for me, nothing beats 
the wanton mee at Mee Ho Seng Kee 
in Johor Bahru.

What is the must-have item in your 
breakfast meal?
Kopi-o (black coffee with sugar)!

What was the most memorable 
breakfast you had?
Having beef kway teow, laksa (noodles 
served in thick coconut broth, 
with boiled egg, fish cakes and 
sometimes cockles), nasi lemak, bak 
kut teh (herbal pork ribs soup), and 
Teochew style braised duck all at one 
go in a coffee shop in Johor Bahru 
with Susan and our children (Joseph, 
Joy and Joshua).

We were having a feast as we had 

not gone to Johor Bahru to eat our 
favourite foods for quite some time. 

Your ideal breakfast would 
comprise…
There’s no ideal breakfast. It’s about 
who I am eating with, and I enjoy 
eating with Susan and our children.  
I also enjoy fellowshipping with 
church brothers and sisters or 
sharing views on current affairs 
with friends and clients. Food is 
secondary, but kopi-o is a must!

The strangest breakfast item you 
have ever eaten was…
A long time ago in Taipei. I picked 
up something that tasted and smelled 
horrible. I didn’t appreciate it then 
and I didn’t know what it was initially. 
Later, I found out that it was actually 
fermented tofu!

*a person who gets excited about food and enjoys trying out new things to tease his taste buds.

BY EJ CHOI

BY EJ CHOI
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As the curtain closes on one of our church’s beloved venues, 
the star (yes, pun absolutely intended) rises on another. 

So, bye bye Rock.

It’s been 14 great years at  
the Rock Auditorium…

… and we are looking ahead to many more at 
The Star Performing Arts Centre!

Meditate SR AD.indd   1 23/1/13   6:18 PM



SOLID ROCK  2013 EDITION 1    5150    2013 EDITION 1  SOLID ROCK


